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Message from the Incoming Chair, Allan Tranter 

 

 

Being outdoors is the biggest determinant of 

physical activity 

James Sallis, Health Psychology, 1993 



 

 

 

Chief Executive Officer, Griffin Longley 
 

 



 

 

 

Vision 
 

 

Mission 
 

 
Guiding Principles 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Australian children spend under two 

hours outside per day* – that’s less 
than our maximum security 

prisoners. 

*Growing up in Australia, the Longitudinal study of 

Australian Children, 2005 



 

 

 

Who we are 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Being physically active every day is important 
for the healthy growth and development of 
infants, toddlers and pre-schoolers. 
 
The National Physical Activity Guidelines 



 

 

 

Nature Play SA and Nature Play QLD Launched 

International Collaboration 

 

In the coming months Nature Play WA and Islandwood 

(Seattle, USA) will be launching a smart phone application 

(in Beta form) that aims to get more children outdoors, 

more often. 

http://www.natureplaysa.org.au/
http://www.natureplayqld.org.au/
http://www.natureplay.org.au/


 

 

 

Nature Play Spaces 

 

  

Creating engaging play spaces, activating 
public open space and connecting local 
communities are vital to ensuring our kids 
get to enjoy the unstructured play every 
other generation has taken for granted. 

http://www.natureplaywa.org.au/nature-play-space-consultancy
http://www.natureplaywa.org.au/nature-play-space-consultancy
http://www.natureplaywa.org.au/nature-play-space-consultancy


 

 

 

Nature Play WA was invited to be on the 
judging panel for the 2014 PLA Awards – Play 
Space award – Category B (projects valued 
$250 000 to $1 million) – April 2014. 
 



 

 

 

Natural, irregular and challenging spaces help 
kids learn to recognise, assess and negotiate 
risk and build confidence and competence.  



 

 

 

Camps 

  

Imagine getting through childhood without having climbed a 
tree, or spent a night camping. Let’s not let our children be the 
first generation to miss out on playing outdoors, it’s too fun and 
it’s too important. 
 

Mike Wood, Bibbulmun Track Foundation Chairman 

http://www.natureplaywa.org.au/things-to-do/camping


 

 

 

Family Geocaching Weekend

 

Schools Geo-challenge 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 “What a great day and way to engage 
students - incorporating team building, 
problem solving and environmental 
recreation”.  
 
Attending teacher 



 

 

 

Passport to an Amazing Childhood 

Passport distributors this year 



 

 

 

 

  

I intend to use (the passports), both as 

part of the ‘Environment’ themed 
program I’m building, and to 
encourage the kids to participate in 

outdoor play outside of Scouts. Thanks 

for all the really useful info!” 

1st Bayswater Sea Scouts 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

Age breakdown - kids registered online 

 

http://passport.natureplay.org.au/
http://passport.natureplay.org.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have received the passports! They are even better 

than I imagined. I cannot wait to plan our outdoor 

experiences and use the passports in my classroom! 

Thank you.” 

Teacher, Carnarvon Community College  

 



 

 

 

Active School Diaries 

 

Research shows unstructured outdoor play 
promotes children’s healthy physical, 
cognitive and emotional development and 
contributes to their resilience, problem 
solving skills and capacity to learn.   

http://www.natureplaywa.org.au/resources/active-school-diary
http://www.natureplaywa.org.au/for-schools


 

 

 

Family Nature Clubs 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

A survey of Western Australian primary 
school children found 59% of boys and 
73% of girls did not meet the physical 
activity guidelines. 
 

The Western Australian Child and Adolescent Physical 

Activity and Nutrition Survey, 2008 

http://www.natureplaywa.org.au/programs/family-nature-clubs


 

 

 

Geocaching  

  

file://wasf-fs-01/Nature%20Play%20Wa$/%23/02%20Corporate/Reports/Annual%20Report/2013-2014%20Annual%20Report/www.geocaching.com
http://www.natureplaywa.org.au/things-to-do/geocaching-a-world-wide-treasure-hunt-for-everyone


 

 

 

Garden Week 

 

Encouraging children to learn gardening 
boosts their development by helping them 
become happier, more confident, and more 
resilient. 
 
Isaacs, Tony. Teaching Children Boosts Their Development and 

Health. 



 

 

 

 

News Media Engagement 

 

 

 

Nature Play WA generated an 

average of 1.5+ media stories 

each week spread broadly across 

traditional and new media. 



 

 

 

News Media Breakdown 



 

 

 

Website  

 

Chidhood creativity is declining – a recent study shows a 
fall of up to 85% on all measures between 1984 and 2008. 
 
Kyung Hee Kim, Creativity Research Journal, 2011 



 

 

 

Social Media 

  

Active outdoor play is vital in promoting 
healthy child development. 
 

David Zarb, Chief Executive Officer, Playgroup WA 



 

 

 

Newsletter Communications 

 

 
 
 

  

 

  

Nature Play WA’s newsletter has more 
than 11,000 subscribers. 



 

 

 

Speaking Engagements 

 

 

 

 

 

Nature Play WA CEO Griffin Longley’s TEDX 
presentation on risk has been viewed by 
more than 2,500 people on YouTube.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LyO2UOFXhcI


 

 

 

Founding Partners



 

 

 

The Board 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

The Staff 

 

  

mailto:griffin@natureplaywa.org.au?subject=Web%20Enquiry%3A%20Staff%20page
mailto:natasha@natureplaywa.org.au?subject=Web%20Enquiry%3A%20Staff%20page
mailto:paul@natureplaywa.org.au?subject=Web%20Enquiry%3A%20Staff%20page
mailto:Debra@natureplaywa.org.au?subject=Web%20Enquiry%3A%20Staff%20page
mailto:gy@natureplaywa.org.au?subject=Web%20Enquiry%3A%20Staff%20page
mailto:Suzanne@natureplaywa.org.au
mailto:Shea@natureplaywa.org.au


 

 

 

Get Involved!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
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http://www.natureplaywa.org.au/

