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About Us 

Nature Play WA enriches kids’ lives through unstructured play outdoors. And 
we need your help to do it.  

 

 



 

 

Nature Play WA began in 2010 within the Western Australian Department of 

Sport and Recreation (now the Department of Local Government Sport and 

Cultural Industries), and was inspired by the work of American social 

commentator, and researcher, Richard Louv.  
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Advocacy 

Our advocacy efforts focus on preparing 

the ground for positive decision-making 

through mass communication campaigns, 

and on seeding ideas for change with 

decision-makers.  

Nature Play WA leads a community-wide 

conversation on the importance of 

unstructured play outdoors for children’s 
health and wellbeing by utilising the 

growing power of social media, an 

interactive website, e-newsletters, public 

speaking, and by leveraging a strong 

relationship with the news media.  

As our communications reach broadens 

and our advocacy footprint grows, we 

remain dedicated to keeping our aims 

consistent, our message clear, and our 

mission front and centre.    



 

 

 

This year Nature Play WA had an 

exceptionally strong presence in the news 

media. 

 

                                                           
1 Excluding Outdoor Classroom Day coverage 

 

News media breakdown 

News media growth*
*2017/18 figures shown exclude the additional 

642 news stories (featuring Nature Play) 

achieved through leading the Outdoor 

Classroom Day campaign with Project Dirt and 

Unilever. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Social media is a powerful platform for Nature Play WA in connecting to 

Western Australian families, educators, and decision-makers.   

 

Growth in Facebook Following 



 

 

This year Nature Play WA created a short video for our social media platform 

called Free Benji . The video plays on the idea of children being ‘freed’ from 
the captivity of their homes and reintroduced into their natural environment 

– the outdoors. 

Click to play video 

https://vimeo.com/234799419
https://vimeo.com/234799419
https://vimeo.com/234799419
https://vimeo.com/234799419


 

The Nature Play WA website is a popular 

source of inspiration for outdoor activities 

and creative play ideas for families and 

educators.  

• 

• 

• 

• 

This year Nature Play WA sent out eight 

newsletter campaigns to our 11,000+ 

subscribers. 

 



 

 

Another important component of our 

advocacy strategy is public speaking.  

Nature Play organisations have been 

established in South Australia, Queensland, 

and Canberra. Monthly teleconferences are 

held between the four organisations and an 

Action Summit was held on 4-6 December 

2017 to identify opportunities to align 

planning schedules and further share 

information and resources.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Education 

Nature Play WA is increasingly working 

with educators in the primary school and 

early learning sectors to help build their 

skill-sets in taking children outdoors for 

play and learning.  

Our efforts in this space allow us to 

impact the practice of those working 

directly with children and help increase 

the exposure of WA children to outdoor 

learning and play in education and care 

settings. 

The Outdoor Classroom Day campaign is 

a growing component of this engagement 

and is well placed to increase in reach in 

coming years.  

We also run teacher professional 

development sessions and are partnering 

with University of Western Australia on 

the PLAYCE study and with the Joondalup 

Health Campus on The ORIGINS Project, 

which will help educate teachers, parents, 

and decision makers on the importance of 

unstructured play outside. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Outdoor Classroom Day is a global campaign to promote, and celebrate, 

outdoor learning and play

IMAGE TO GO HERE 



 

Nature Play WA is proud to be working 

with the Joondalup Health Campus to 

establish a nature play component of the 

ground-breaking ORIGINS Project.

Nature Play WA delivered professional development to more than 100 early 

childhood educators, at ten early learning centres, this year as part of the 

PLAYCE Study being conducted by the University of Western Australia (WA). 

http://www.sph.uwa.edu.au/research/playce


 

 

Another significant component of our 

education work is our Professional 

Development program for primary school 

teachers. 

95.65% of delegates that completed the 

feedback survey rated the conference 

'good' to 'excellent'  

 

  

https://vimeo.com/282628754
https://vimeo.com/282628754


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Participation 

Nature Play WA’s participation 
opportunities are designed to complement 

our advocacy and education efforts by 

providing access to nature play activities 

for WA kids and their adult care-givers.  

Our participation offerings include 

promoting and supporting self-directed 

activities (through apps and downloadable 

resources), supporting group activities 

(through Family Nature Clubs), and 

providing large scale participation events. 

Our commitment to include parents and or 

teachers in all our events, so they can 

independently replicate the activities 

without the need of our support, for years 

to come, is fundamental to what we offer.  



 

 

In recent years, Nature Play WA’s family events have grown significantly, both 

in number and scale, with 2017/18 having more than twice the participation of 

any previous year. 

Growth in Event Participation 

https://vimeo.com/281382752
https://vimeo.com/281382752


 

Nature Play WA Participation Event Offerings 2017/18 

 



 

 

Our biggest event of the year was 

Cubby Town 2, which was held in 

partnership with the Department of 

Biodiversity, Conservation and 

Attractions at Yanchep National Park, 

with more than 4,000 people building 

over 1,000 cubbies. 

“It was a lovely atmosphere, relaxing 
and inspiring creativity. Great to see so 

many kids running around and having 

fun” - Attendee 



 

Another highlight event was the Shire of York Mud Monsters Ball, run by  

Nature Play WA as part of the York Winter Festival, 3 June 2018. 

 “I think it is an excellent thing to have an adventure 
around our lovely countryside and learning about our 

country town” – Attendee (Shire of York local) 



 

 

Nature Play WA’s mission is to help get 
more kids playing outside more often, 

but we know this isn’t easy in the 
modern technology-infused world.   

So, we've developed a range of free 

resources as part of a broad strategy to 

help families find a healthy mix of 

screen-time and nature play.  

 

  

 



 

Nature Passport was built in partnership 

with IslandWood, one of America’s 
leading environmental education 

centres. 



 

 

One of the challenges Nature Play WA has 

set itself is to find innovative ways to use 

technology as a tool to drive interactions 

with nature and the world around us – 

drawing people outside and adding an extra 

level of interpretation and engagement.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to our event and app 

offerings Nature Play WA has 

continued to provide resources on 

our website for WA families to create 

their own Nature Clubs.  

 

The Friends of Nature Play Family Membership program helps WA families 

access discounted outdoor activities and gear through participating 

commercial providers. 

Click here

https://www.natureplaywa.org.au/programs/family-nature-clubs
https://www.natureplaywa.org.au/programs/family-nature-clubs


 

 

Member organisations 

Nature Play WA was fortunate to have a supportive and dynamic group 

of member partners who worked collaboratively with us to help achieve our 

vision - of making nature play a normal part of childhood again - become a 

reality.   

http://www.dsr.wa.gov.au/
http://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/
http://www.amawa.com.au/
http://www.wappa.asn.au/
http://www.heartfoundation.org.au/Pages/default.aspx
http://playgroupwa.com.au/
http://www.phaiwa.org.au/
http://www.bgpa.wa.gov.au/
https://www.bibbulmuntrack.org.au/
http://www.wacsso.wa.edu.au/
http://www.racp.edu.au/
http://www.walga.asn.au/
http://www.creatingcommunities.com.au/


 

FINANCES AND SUSTAINABILITY 

Nature Play WA would like to thank our primary funding body the Government 

of Western Australia, for its ongoing support of our mission, through the 

Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries (DLGSC). 

Nature Play WA could not achieve all that it does without this support. 



 

 

 

  

Activities that directly impact the delivery of Nature Play WA’s mission. 

Activities that directly impact Nature Play WA’s sustainability and capacity building. 

KEY 



 

THE NATURE PLAY WA Board 

Nature Play WA sincerely thanks our Board for the time and effort they invest 

in our organisation and mission. Board members in 2017/18 were: 

 

Allan Tranter (Chairperson) 

Founding Director, Creating Communities Australia Pty Ltd 

Ian Anderson 

President, Western Australian Primary Principals’ Association  

Darren Cooper 

Managing Director, DCM 

Charles Hayne 

Formerly Communications Manager, Department of Sport and Recreation 

Desiree Silva 

Professor of Paediatrics, University of Western Australia 

Richie Baston 

Director, Azure Capital 

Colin Ingram 

Senior Planning Officer, Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and 

Attractions 

Jane McEvoy 

Senior Manager Operations & Finance, Rio Tinto 

Tim Swart 

Business Manager of Camps, Department of Local Government, Sport and 

Cultural Industries 

 

 

  



 

 

THE NATURE PLAY WA TEAM 

 

Griffin Longley, CEO Katherine Healy, 

Communications Manager 

Ellery Spychalski,  

Content Manager 

Nicole McNamara, 

Events Manager 

Kellie Hill, 

Project Manager 
Fiona Bow, 

Accounts Manager 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nature Play WA’s mission is increasingly important in the modern world.  
The growth in sedentary technologies, a loss of real play experience among 

new generations of parents, and the shrinking of available play space is a 

perfect storm for our kids. 

But we need your support to grow our capacity to deliver on this important 

issue for the Western Australian community.  

Partner with Nature Play WA and help improve the lives of generations of 

Western Australian kids.  

Corner Mounts Bay Road and Hackett Drive 

Crawley  WA  6009 

PO Box 3143 Broadway 

Nedlands  WA  6009 

E: info@natureplaywa.org.au 

W: www.natureplaywa.org.au 

P: (08) 9389 4050 

 

mailto:info@natureplaywa.org.au
http://www.natureplaywa.org.au/

