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Who are likely to use the
resedrch to assist with
planning and delivery of
recreational spaces and what
can we learn from them?

What do we currently
know about youth, teen
girls and their use of
recreational spaces?

How can we gather
data to understand

usage patterns

among youth and

teen girls in

What insights can today’s
youth provide us about
their experiences using

recreational spaces?

recreational spaces?



=
)
o“
©
—
=
0
&
0
o
"
=
L 4
0
=
©
=
|

()
e
@)
—
(o]
()
>




Snapshot Data

Collated from 6 - 12 October 2025

A media campaign was undertaken which invited the community to observe local spaces and
fill out a survey to capture who was using these spaces and how they were being used.
Snapshot week was conducted during the October School holidays from morning (before 1lam)
to evening (after 6pm). We were thrilled by the community involvement which resulted in:

O
1401

observations

Broome

Over

250

surveys
completed,

from Broome
to Walpole

Walpole o

Key data findings

There has been a steep increase in the number of pump tracks (BMX), skateparks and
basketball courts being developed in suburban areas in recent years.

6500+

people observed

BMX tracks and basketball courts were the two types of facilities that were least likely to be
used by girls, according to the snapshot data. In instances where girls where observed in these
types of spaces, they were almost never using the facility. Instead, they were observed sitting,
standing, or walking nearby.

This data highlights issues in public spending with the assumption that facilities are equitably
used, when they are not.

The graph below presents the data on the % of teen girls observed in different types of spaces.

Recreational spaces with the lowest % of teen girls observed
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Snapshot Data

(continued)

Regardless of the type of facility or space, teen girls were most commonly observed:

< A

Walking/walking dogs Sitting and chatting sSwinging

22.58% 21.51% 21.51%

Top 3 recreational spaces with Overall % of people observed in the space
the highest % of teen girls .
Teens Teen Girls

observed .
17% A
o Jetty
e Grass or open ared
e Seating

They were often observed in the space, but not necessarily using the facilities.

Observations

When completing the snapshot survey, respondents were asked to make general observations
about how the space was being used (or not).

“I do see teen girls skating here at times, but for
the half hour I was there today, there were no Exclusively boys on the pump track
female users skating or scooting at all”

Lake Monger Pump Track

Esplanade Youth Park, Fremantle

“Lots of younger children on scooters,
all boys, except one young girl
skateboarding”

“Girls are sitting on wide seating facing each
other talking”

Scarborough Youth Hub Walliabup Skate Park

“Very few teenagers in the space at this [time].

Those that were teen girls were either sitting with All users were male, ranging from 6 years to

adults. Only female observed was a mum

their family, walking on the fringes, waiting for the

swings or in the sheltered seating area” sitting on the edge of the skatepark

Duncraig Adventure Hub Cloalbclline lseiolterds












